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Music  is  about  emotii 
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Success  in  the  Show  Ring 

FFA  members  reveal  lessons  learned  for  life  amidst 
the  clamor  and  competitiveness  of  animal  expositions. 
The  exciting  world  of  animal  showmanship  offers  its 
own  set  of  challenge  and  opportunity,  with  an  upside 
of  personal  gain  regardless  of  "ribbon  count." 
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FFA  Mission  Statement 
FFA  makes  a  positive 
difference  in  the  lives  of 
students  by  developing 
their  potential  for  premier 
leadership,  personal  growth 
and  career  success  through 
agricultural  education. 

Agricultural  Education  Mission 
The  mission  of  agricultural 
education  is  to  prepare  and 
support  individuals  for  careers, 
build  awareness  and  develop 
leadership  for  the  food,  fiber 
and  natural  resources  systems. 

On  the  cover:  Robyn  Ott    Photo  by  Shane  Morgan 


18  The  Creed  at  70 

Only  the  most  special  of  documents  survive  the  test  of 
time  —  great  novels,  constitutions,  declarations,  and. ..the 
FFA  Creed.  The  words  of  E.M.  Tiffany  still  ring  true  today 
to  FFA  members  past  and  present,  especially  those  who 
boldly  offer  the  creed's  message  for  all  to  hear. 

22  Biotechnology:  A  revolution  underway 

Careers  in  agriculture  can  resemble  something  akin  to 
science  fiction  as  the  field  of  biotechnology  evolves. 
Here's  the  story  on  one  area  of  science  that's  changing 
the  face  of  agriculture,  grabbing  the  world's  headlines 
and  offering  great  job  opportunities. 

26  Recognizing  the  difference 

Winning  FFA's  H.O.  Sargent  Award  is  simply  the 
culmination  of  an  extraordinary  project  for  North 
Carolina's  Jessica  Skinner.  Her  promotion  of  diversity 
in  agricultural  education  has  led  to  life-enhancing 
programs  for  students  rooted  in  different  cultures. 
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National  officer 


one  on  one  with 

Jodee  Ruppel 


What  did  you  think  the  day 
after  being  elected  National 
FFA  Secretary? 

I  can't  believe  this  is  actually 
real!  I  was  so  amazed  when 
I  put  on  my  FFA  jacket  and 
there  were  no  letters  on  the 
back.  It  took  a  while  to 
sink  in  that  I  was  actually 
a  national  officer. 

Tell  us  about  growing  up 
in  North  Manchester. 
North  Manchester  is  a  town 
of  about  5,000  that  is  awe- 
some! We  have  two  stop- 
lights on  Main  Street,  Louie's 
ice  cream  store  that's  been 
around  for  75  years.  Spar- 
row's world  famous  caramel 
corn  and  Mr.  Dave's  famous 
tenderloins.  Great  friends, 
and  a  great  community,  gave 
me  the  foundation  to  build 
upon  for  future  successes. 

Why  has  FFA  been  such  a 
big  part  of  your  life  so  far? 
FFA  gave  me  a  place  to  "fit 
in"  during  high  school. 
While  I  belonged  to  many 
other  groups  such  as  basket- 
ball, golf  team  and  4-H,  FFA 
allowed  me  to  try  new 
things  to  help  me  grow  as  a 
person  and  as  a  leader. 
Learning  about  agriculture 
gave  me  a  passion  to  tell 
others  about  the  industry 
and  helped  me  decide  on 
my  career  path. 

Why  major  in  ag-ed  and 
telecommunications? 
I  love  to  talk!  I  love  to  pro- 
mote agriculture,  agricultural 


q&a 


TIMELINE 


education,  and  FFA  to  anyone 
who  will  listen.  So,  working 
with  communications 
and  agriculture  seemed  a 
natural  pick. 

Did  you  buy  anything 
special  to  get  ready  for 
100.000  miles  of  travel? 
I  had  to  buy  my  travel 
toothbrush  and  toothpaste 
and  other  necessities,  but 
the  most  important  items  I 
pack  are  pictures.  I  have 
pictures  of  my  friends,  family, 
and  of  FFA  members  I've 
met.  I  carry  those  pictures  as 
a  reminder  to  never  forget 
my  friends,  family,  and 
where  I  came  from...  and, 
that  my  foundation,  pur- 
pose, and  reason  for  being 
here  are  the  FFA  members. 


What's  the  sculpture  on 
your  arm? 

I  made  a  smiling  sun 
in  a  clear  blue  sky 
because  I  see  the  new 
millennium  filled  with 
brightness.  Positive 
attitudes  and  the  belief 
that  anything  is  possible 
will  lead  our  generation 
to  create  new  technologies 
that  will  enhance  our 
way  of  living.  Plus, 
with  FFA  cultivating 
such  a  great  group 
of  leaders,  the 
future  can't 
help  but  be 
bright!  1* 


North  Manchester,  IN 
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faimbid.com 

The  Hottest  "Spot"  on  the  Net  for  FFA! 

http  ://www.  farm  bid  .com 
Tel:  1-877-532-7624  E-Mail:  ffainfo@farmbid.com 
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Members  making  a  difference 


callingallstars 

To  nominate  yourself  or 
another  FFA  member  for 
"FFA  Stars,"  drop  us  a 
detailed  note  telling  us 
why  you  or  your  nominee 
is  a  star.  Include  a  photo 
and  the  nominee's  name, 
address,  phone  and 
birthdate.  If  nominating 
someone  else,  include  your 
name  and  phone  number. 

Mail  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons  "Stars" 
P.O.  Box  68960 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 


As  a  senior  member  of 
Mexico  FFA,  17-year-old 
Ross  is  capping  his  high 
school  years  as  chapter 
president.  He  prepared 
for  the  office  by  working 
as  chapter  vice  president 
and  treasurer,  and  com- 
peting in  the  FFA  knowl- 
edge contest,  agricultural 
mechanics  contest  and 
poultry  judging.  While 
not  leading  his  chapter, 
Ross  concentrates  on  his 
SAE  of  raising  show  hogs 
and  work  on  the  family 
farm.  He  also  earned  an 
area  proficiency  award 
winner  in  Emerging  Agri- 
cultural Technologies. 


Carla  Channell 

Carla's  love  for  animals 
led  her  to  start  work  at 
a  Gainesville  veterinary 
clinic  during  her  fresh- 
man year  in  FFA.  She 
later  applied  her  livestock 
interests  and  handling 
skills  to  the  hog  show 
ring,  where  she  won 
numerous  awards  and 
blue  ribbons.  She  won 
first  place  in  the  Small 
Animal  Care  proficiency 
award  and  received  her 
State  FFA  Degree.  The 
18-year-old  Gaither  FFA 
member  earned  early 
acceptance  into  the  veteri- 
nary studies  program  at 
the  University  of  Florida,  "k 


Wayne,  16,  began  his  FFA 
years  with  the  Star  Green- 
hand  award,  an  honor 
earned  in  recognition  of 
his  competition  in  the 
creed  speaking  contest 
and  working  on  both 
junior  and  senior  parlia- 
mentary procedure  teams. 
He  has  also  achieved  top 
honors  in  both  land  and 
livestock  judging.  Ever 
expanding  his  involve- 
ment, Wayne  has  repre- 
sented the  Wagner  FFA  at 
the  last  two  South  Dakota 
FFA  conventions,  as  chap- 
ter vice  president,  and  as  a 
contestant  in  prepared 
public  speaking,  "k 


Kristen  Oas 

Kristen,  17,  is  concentrat- 
ing on  practical  experi- 
ences while  serving  as 
president  of  the  North 
Kitsap  FFA  Chapter. 
While  leading  the  chapter 
as  a  state  and  national 
convention  delegate,  she 
continues  her  work  as  a 
teacher's  assistant  in  the 
agriculture  department. 
She  volunteers  to  work  in 
the  "early  hour"  before 
classes  begin,  but  an  early 
start  is  nothing  new.  Kris- 
ten began  work  at  15  in 
a  local  stable,  and  contin- 
ues her  practical  experi- 
ences in  a  local  food 
market,  "k 


GEORGE + 
STRAIT  ^ 


latest  greatest  straitest  hits 

features  thirteen  smash  hits  and  two 
brand  new  songs  including  "The  Best  Day 


Available  Now 

SELECTIONS 

The  Best  Day 

Blue  Clear  Sky 

Carried  Away 

Carrying  Your  Love  With  Me 

One  Night  At  A  Time 

True 

Murder  On  Music  Row 

Adalida 

Lead  On 

We  Really  Shouldn't  Be  Doing  This 

I  Can  Still  Make  Cheyenne 

King  Of  The  Mountain 

Round  About  Way 

You  Can't  Make  A  Heart  Love  Somebody 

Today  My  World  Slipped  Away 


MCA 

NASHVILLE 


Available  at 

EEHsSa 

books  ■  music  -  cafe 


Is  your 
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Uchegbu  (kneeling) 


if  «o  let  us  know  about  it! 

WS'      Be  sure  to  send  ana.ua,  photograph, 
preferably  showing  members. 

Send  to: 

FFAln  Action,  FFANewHonzons 

PO.  Box  68960 
lndianaPolis,  IN  46268-0960 


its  awart-**™"™ 

the  homeless  in  ( 


WASHINGTON 

Retreat  to  lead 


Chapt 


r  officer  teams  at  Yelm  FFA  spend  quality  time  at  the.r 
own  leadership  training  workshops.  The  retreats 
reate  unity  among  officers,  and  help  them 
*^  develop  goals  for  the  coming  year.  S'  Mores 
**V  on  the  beach,  a  Tow  Trucker's  parade  and 

smokin'  the  advisors  in  go-cart  races  added 
up  to  a  successful  weekend  for  1999's  team. 
Attending  officers  were  Becky  Wallace, 
Stephanie  Bishop,  Rosie  Jacobs,  Amy 
r   JanFleet,  Mike  Mensonides  and  Jacquie  Loyer. 
.  ,     Advisors  in  charge  were  Dennis  Wallace,  Elaine 
Tewis,  Mike  Patrick,  Chris  Scott  and  Bruce  Morns. 


At  Savanna  High  School's  homecoming 

eame.FFa  members  from  all  grades 

carn«i  Old  Glo^  across  the  foothaHfieM 

Wore  the  traditional  raising  of  colors. 
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FLORIDA 

h,*  School  FFA  in  Orlando  is  preparing 

,or  outstanding  community  serv.ce. 


Flooded  with  help 


^st  September,  a  massive 

hurricane  dumped  more  than 

30  .nches  of  rain  on  eastern  North        ^ 

Apartment  J^Z^2  *  "*  -  ^«- 
"»  School.  "We  had  J  t;:3:;-  **-*  "*  Craven 
-  -*r  waste  deep  i„  ,„e  1°'  T*" ,n  the  *  department, 
"H— ■  When  wate.  subs  d"d  m  °T'"  "**  «**  L<* 
•**  the  department  from  ^t"  ^  ''nt°  acWo"  •» 
«*»  schoo,  bus,  directing  Z^,-  \      ^  WOrked  *«"  an 
Apartment's  activities  ItE^T  "*  ""'  ^"'"^ 
R«"ef  came  from  unexpected  0u  SC"ed,"ed  *-»  •* 

•»  contributing  a  h^S  I??  WaUSe°"'  «* 
*-*  **  and  other  items    »    '      """"^  «*'  -H 
-"ths  iater  f„r  schoo,  and"  mm"      "  *  ***  —  *» 
"earby  county,  N„rtb  Lenoir  IT  ^  reCOnsfru«ion.  ,„  a 
department  but  swung  ZaZ   T"-  """^  to  »* 
—unity  of  Kinston  Cca0Cm°n  "^ to  ■**  their 
*«  «>e  North  **£,£?*  -"**—  grant, 
chapter's  efforts  to  rebuild  a^  *+«  ***  «" 

■  ««"tan  community  bm  l.T"  T"'  *"*«  C'"b  - 
benefited  FFA,  providing Z  ♦  ^"^  had  ««* 

-tingpiacesldlrstr^^- 
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"Back  At  One' 


Tve  always  felt  that  showing  animals  is  about 

working  hard  and  doing  your  best" 
—  Robyn  Ott 


SUCCeSS  in  Hie 

show  ring 


Lots  of  folks  talk  about 
it,  many  wish  they  could 
do  it,  and  others  simply 
do  the  work  necessary  for 
success  in  the  show  ring. 
You'll  find  FFA  members  in 
all  these  categories  exhibit- 
ing everything  from  dogs, 
rabbits  and  poultry  to 
lambs,  hogs  and  steers. 
When  it  comes  to  success, 
many  of  the  same  principles 
apply  no  matter  which 
specie  you're  showing. 

Like  many  FFA  members, 
Todd  Gabel  started  showing 
cattle  and  swine  as  a  4-H 
member  when  he  was  nine 
years  old.  Todd,  a  Fort 
Lupton,  CO.,  FFA  member, 
admits  it  took  a  while  to 
learn  all  of  the  in's  and  out's 
of  the  livestock  show  ring, 
including  proper  preparation 
of  his  animals. 

"You  have  to  be  willing  to 
work  hard  and  learn,"  Todd 


says.  "When  I  started, 
I  didn't  know  much  about 
how  to  prepare  animals  for 
show.  You  have  to  feed 
them  a  little  differently  along 
with  training  them.  You  learn 
a  lot  about  responsibility." 

Show  ring  competition 
and  the  required  concern  for 
animals'  well-being  leads  to  a 
better  overall  understanding 
of  animal  husbandry,  says 
Glenn  Slack,  an  FFA  alumnus 
and  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  National  Institute  for 
Animal  Agriculture.  "Prepar- 
ing animals  for  exhibition  is 
a  character-building  activity 
that  allows  students  the 
opportunity  to  learn  and 
appreciate  the  principles  of 
livestock  care  and  handling, 
as  well  as  food  animal  quality 
assurance." 

As  with  most  extensive 
learning  experiences,  winning 
in  the  show  ring  demands  a 
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commitment  of  time.  Todd 
estimates  that  he  spends 
about  five  hours  a  day  on 
average  with  his  show  steers 
during  the  six  months  leading 
up  to  a  competition.  "You 
have  to  break  (train)  them  to 
lead  easily  with  a  halter,  walk 
them  a  lot  to  get  them  in  the 
right  condition,  and  work  on 
their  hair  coat,"  he  says. 
"Bottom  line — spend  a  lot  of 
time  with  your  show  stock." 

All  of  Gabel's  hard  work 
has  paid  off.  He  competes 
not  only  in  his  local  county 
fair,  but  also  in  the  Col- 
orado State  Fair  in  Pueblo, 
the  Arizona  National  Stock 
Show  in  Phoenix  and  the 
National  Western  Stock 
Show  in  Denver. 

"We  raise  all  of  our  own 
stock,  so  it's  really  gratifying 
when  the  quality  of  your 
stock  is  recognized  by  the 
judges,"  Gabel  says. 

The  judges'  nods  can  also 
equate  to  cash.  In  many  of 
the  larger  shows,  a  sale 
requires  a  placing  in  the  top 
of  a  class.  Gabel  won  his 
class  during  January's 
National  Western  Livestock 
Show,  and  promptly  sold  his 
steer  for  a  cool  $10,000. 

"Some  shows  are  more 
profitable  than  others," 
Gabel  says.  "But,  that  was  a 
nice  check." 

Todd  deposits  some  of 
his  winnings  in  savings,  and 
invests  the  balance  in  his 
herd. 

As  with  anything,  big 
paydays  also  carry  a  down- 
side. With  big  bucks  at  stake, 
the  temptation  exists  to  bend 
or  even  break  the  rules.  After 
a  well-publicized  series  of 
questionable  show  ring  prac- 
tices several  years  ago,  many 
shows  tightened  their  rules. 
In  addition,  several  organiza- 
tions launched  educational 
campaigns  to  teach  exhibitors 
ethical  practices. 

According  to  show  ring 
champ  Robyn  Ott,  an  FFA 
member  from  Fairview,  OK, 
the  fruits  of  these  efforts  are 


beginning  to  ripen. 

"I've  always  felt  that 
showing  animals  is  all  about 
working  hard  and  doing  your 
best,"  Robyn  says,  speaking 
from  experience.  She  showed 
the  reserve  grand  champion 
lamb  at  the  North  American 
International  Livestock  Expo- 
sition in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
this  year. 

"I  think  the  educational 
programs  and  the  new  rules 
have  really  helped,"  Robyn 
adds. 

Along  with  good,  honest 
competition,  one  of  the 
things  Robyn  loves  about 
showing  is  the  camaraderie. 
"It's  so  fun,"  she  says.  "At 
national  shows,  I  see  friends 
from  across  the  country  I've 
met  at  previous  shows.  It's  a 
special  treat  because  you  get 
to  hang  out  and  have  fun." 

After  she  competed  in 
Denver's  National  Western 
Stock  Show,  Robyn  and  some 
of  her  friends  went  skiing. 
Fun  time  with  friends  is  a 
big  payoff  for  show  ring 
participants.  Members  such 
as  Todd  and  Robyn  agree 
that  work  offers  many 
rewards,  including  a  treasure 
of  friends  and  experiences 
that  can  last  a  lifetime,  "k 


Just  Do  the  Right  Thing 
The  National  Institute  for  Animal 
Agriculture's  quality  assurance 
campaign  teaches  young  people 
how  to  avoid  unethical  show  ring 
practices.  The  campaign  is  sup- 
ported by  sponsors  such  as  the 
National  Pork  Producers'  Council 
and  the  American  Veterinary 
Medical  Association. 
Here  is  a  summary  of  the 
campaign's  message: 
Avoid  wrongdoing  when  com- 
peting in  livestock  exhibitions. 
Don't  be  pressured  into  partici- 
pating in  unethical  practices. 
Never  compromise  the  welfare 
of  the  animal. 
Note:  Many  shows,  particularly  at 
the  national  level,  have  additional 
rules,  which  are  listed  in  the 
show  catalog. 

For  more  information,  log  on 
to  www.lcionline.org/nlec,  or 
contact  NIAA  at  1910  Lyda  Ave., 
Bowling  Green  KY  42104, 
(270)  782-9798. 

Vinning  Ways 

Many  rules  of  good  showmanship 
apply  across  the  board,  regardless 
of  specie.  Here  are  a  few  tips  to 
keep  in  mind. 

The  animal  should  be  clean  and 

well  groomed. 

All  animals  should  be  docile  and 

trained  for  the  show  ring  expe- 


You  should  always  position  the 
animal  in  a  way  that  enhances 
the  animal's  conformation  from 
the  judge's  perspective. 
Avoid  positioning  yourself 
between  the  judge  and 
the  animal. 

Be  prepared  to  answer  ques- 
tions about  your  animal  includ- 
ing feed  rations  and  training 
regimens. 

Be  on  time!  Most  judges  don't 
appreciate  exhibitors  who  enter 
the  ring  late. 

Keep  abreast  of  current  indus- 
try trends. 


Be  willing  to  work  hard 
and  invest  many  hours. 
When  starting  out,  purchase  a 
lightweight  animal  so 
you  can  show  in  the  lighter 
classes.  You  probably  won't 
have  a  grand  champion,  but 
you're  more  likely  to  place  in 
the  top  of  your  class  and  make 
the  sale.  Plus,  you'll  learn  a  lot 
in  the  process. 

Don't  overspend  on  an  animal, 
particularly  when  you're  just 
starting  out. 

Find  a  mentor  who  is  willing  to 
teach  you  how  to  feed  your 
animals  and  prepare  them  for 
show.  When  you  start,  you  may 
not  know  much,  but  helpful 
people  will  teach  you  along 
the  way. 
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Quality  Farm  &  Country  and  its  family  of 
stores — including:  CT  Farm  &  Country, 
Quality  Farm  &  Fleet,  Country  General, 
County  Post  and  FISCO — proudly  sponsor 
America's  FFA  and  4-H  youth. 

We  invite  all  current  members  to  register 
early  for  Growing  Together  by  sending  in 
this  form  or  going  into  any  store. 

The  card  will  entitle  active  FFA  and  4-H 
members  to  receive  10%  off  fair  project 
merchandise.  Growing  Together  card 
holders  will  also  receive  other  special 
discounts  and  educational  articles. 


REGISTRATION  FORM  (please  print) 

Applicant's  Name 

Address 

City 

Phone     


State 


Zip 


Date  of  Birth 

Quality  Store  Nearest  You 

FFA  or  4-H  Chapter 

School     


Types  of  Animals/Projects 


Send  this  completed  form  to:  Quality  Farm  &  Country,  P.O.  Box  33 15,  Muskegon,  Ml  49443-33 15,  Attn:  Marketing  Dept. 
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Washington 

Leadership 

Conference 

Ultimate  Adventures  Ahead  at  WLC 

This  is  no  ordinary  leadership  experience. 
You  will  spend  a  week  putting  these  skills  into 
practice  as  you  make  new  friends  from  across  the 
United  States,  tour  our  nation's  capital  and  visit  with 
members  of  Congress.  This  action-packed  week  will  help  you  gain 
self-confidence  and  leadership  skills  to  take  back  to  your  FFA 
chapter  and  share  with  other  members! 

Everyone  is  a  teacher  and  everyone  is  a  learner  at  WLC,  because 
we  use  highly  interactive  program  methods  rather  than  classroom 
lectures.  You  will  sometimes  learn  in  a  large  group,  and  at  other  times, 
you  will  work  with  your  small  group.  The  small  group  work  provides  a 
supportive,  safe  environment  that  promotes  learning  and  the 
development  of  new  skills  and  attitudes. 

Now,  are  you  ready  for  an  exciting  experience?  Seven,  one-week 
premier  leadership  conferences  are  offered  June  through  July.  Just 
choose  the  week  that  fits  your  summer  schedule.  Conferences  can  fill  up 
fast!  Guarantee  your  week  by  registering  today.  It's  simple — just  fax  or 
mail  the  registration  form  on  the  next  page.  And  pass 
one  along  to  a  friend!  After  your  registration  arrives  at 
FFA,  you  will  receive  a 

confirmation  card  and 

additional  information. 
Invest  in  your  success  and 
your  chapter's  future!  Make 
plans  today  to  attend  WLC! 


Sign  up  now  for  the  WLC  student  or  advisor  programs.  You  and  your 
chapter  are  worth  the  investment! 


2000  Student  Program 

Tuesday-Discovering  the  Adventuring  Spirit 

1:00-5  pm 

Conference  Registration 

5:30  p.m. 

Dinner 

6:30  p.m. 

"Tickets  Please" 

8:00  p.m. 

"Packing  Your  Suitcase  for  Adventure" 

9:00  p.m. 

"Planning  for  the  Adventure" 

Late  Registration 

9:45  p.m. 

Reflections 

11:00  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

Wednesday-Learning  the  Native  Language 

7:45  a.m. 

Breakfast 

8:15  a.m. 

Photo  Session 

9:00  a.m. 

"Learning  the  Language" 

Noon 

Lunch 

2  15  p.m. 

Congressional  Speaker  and  Visits.  Tours:  U.S. 

Capitoi.  Library  of  Congress,  Supreme  Court 

4:45  p.m. 

Photo  at  Supreme  Court  Steps 

5:15  p.m. 

Dinner  at  Union  Station 

6:30  p.m. 

Night  Tour  of  Washington,  D.C. — Jefferson, 

Korean,  FDR.  Lincoln  and  Iwo  Jima 

Memorials:  Vietnam  Wall 

11:00  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

Thursday-Your  Passport  for  the  Future 

745  a.m. 

Breakfast 

8:30  a.m. 

Visit  Mount  Vernon  -  Home  of 

George  Washington 

11:00  a.m. 

Lunch 

12:30  p.m. 

"Mapping  Your  Adventure" 

6:00  p.m. 

Dinner 

7:30  p.m. 

Arlington  National  Cemetery 

9:15  p.m. 

Reflections  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery 

11:00  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

Friday-Exploring  Your  Environment 

7.45  a.m. 

Breakfast 

9:00  a.m. 

"Embarking  on  Your  Expedition" 

11:00  a.m. 

Lunch 

Noon 

Visit  to  Newseum 

5:30  p.m. 

Celebration  Dinner 

6:30  p.m. 

"Exploring  the  Terrain" 

9.30  p.m. 

"Unlocking  Your  Potential" 

11:00  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

Saturday-D 

scovering  the  Ultimate  Adventure 

8:15  a.m. 

Breakfast 

9:15  a.m. 

Sightseeing  in  Washington.  DC, — Smithsonian 

Institution.  Air  and  Space  Museum,  Holocaust 

Museum,  Ford's  Theatre.  National  Archives, 

Washington  Monument 

11:30  a.m. 

Lunch  at  the  Ronald  Reagan  Building 

5:30  p.m. 

WLC  Banquet 

7:00  p.m. 

Dance 

10:00  p.m. 

Reflections 

11:30  p.m. 

Lights  Out 

WLC  Advisor  Institute 

Tuesday-Discovering  the  Adventuring  Spirit 

1.00-5  p.m 

Conference  Registration 

5.15  p.m. 

Sunset  Service  at  Iwo  Jima  Memorial 

6:30  p.m. 

Dinner 

8:00  p.m. 

"Opportunities  for  Adventure  and  Learning" 

9:30  p.m. 

Reflections  with  Student  Program 

Wednesday 

-Learning  the  Native  Language 

7:45  a.m. 

Breakfast 

8:30  a.m. 

"Persuasive  Communication  for  Advisors" 

Noon 

Lunch 

2:15  pm. 

Congressional  Speaker  and  Visits,  Tours:  U.S. 

Capitol.  Library  of  Congress,  Supreme  Court 

4:45  p.m. 

Photo  at  Supreme  Court  Steps 

5:15  p.m. 

Dinner  at  Union  Station 

6:30  p.m. 

Night  Tour  of  Washington.  DC. — Jefferson, 

Korean,  FDR,  Lincoln  and  Iwo  Jima 

Memorials:  Vietnam  Wall 

Thursday-Your  Passport  to  Success  in  the  Classroom 

7:45  a.m. 

Breakfast 

8:30  a.m. 

"FFA  Advisors  -  Leaders  with  an  Edge" 

-  Building  Your  Leadership  Potential 

-  Building  the  Leadership  Potential 

of  Members 

Noon 

Lunch  -  Round  Table  Discussion 

2:00  p.m. 

Free  Time — Georgetown  or 

Old  Town  Alexandria 

6:00  p.m. 

Dinner 

7:30  p.m. 

Arlington  National  Cemetery 

9:15  p.m. 

Reflections  at  Arlington  National  Cemetery 

Friday-Exploring  Your  Environment 

7:45  a.m. 

Breakfast 

8:30  a.m. 

"Helping  Students  Map  Their  Adventure" 

-  Hot  Careers  in  Agriculture 

10:30  a.m. 

Organized  Educational  Tour 

Noon 

Lunch 

1 :00  p.m. 

Organized  Educational  Tour 

6:00  p.m. 

Special  Dinner  and  Activity 

Saturday-Discovering  the  Ultimate  Adventure 

8:15  a. m 

Breakfast 

9:15  a.m. 

Sightseeing  in  Washington,  D.C. — Smithsonian 

Institution,  Air  and  Space  Museum,  Holocaust 

Museum.  Ford's  Theatre,  National  Archives. 

Washington  Monument. 

11:30  a.m. 

Lunch  at  the  Ronald  Reagan  Building 

5:30  p.m. 

WLC  Banquet 

Schedule  and  workshop  content  subject  to  change.  Saturday 

night's  lodging  provided  with  conference  registration. 

Melody  Higginbotham 


Hometown 

Greenlield,  Missc 

1  i  ,-.      ■      , 

St.ii-  Secretary. 

998-99 

SMSU  Block  &  Bridle  Nations 

Education 

Southwest  Misso 
University,  major 

Lin  State 

nam 

Lesley 

King 

Mt  Sterling.  Ohic 
District  9  Preside 

FFA  Office 

it.  1998-99 

Activities 

Agricultural  Hall  Council, 

Agricultural  Com 

Education 

The  Ohio  State  L 
maioring  in  agnc 
education 

n.versity. 

Kyle  Matter  comconccL. 

»d0r 

Malta  Bend.  Miss 

FFA  Office 

St.i:.^  Vice  PresK 

ent,  1996-97 

Activities; 

Alpha  Gamma  Rho  Fraternity. 

A,|rioiiiure  Stude 

l!  Council 

University  ot  Mis 
majoring  in  anim 

1  science 

Alex  Offerdahl 

Hometown 

Conrad.  Montana 

i  ■  .\     «    . 

State  Treasurer. 

996-97 

National  Associa 

on  ot  Farm 

Broadcasters,  Croatian 

Agricultural  Exchange 

Education 

Montana  State  I 

liversity, 

maioring  in  agnci 

Kerry  Priest 


J.R.  Peterson 


Wilsall.  Montana 
Slate  V 

Campu 

Montana"  Stale  I 
majoring  in  agnt 
management 


Sabetha.  Kansas 
State  Sentinel.  1997-98 
Agricultural  Education  Club. 


Tim  Sasek 


Sargent,  Nebraska 

Chapter  President 

Alpha  Gamma  Sigm3  Fraternity. 

College  of  Agnscience  and  Natural 

Resources  Advisory  Board 

University  ot  Nebraska,  maioring 


Jarrod  Smith 

Temple.  Texas 


12th  Man  Student  Foundatio 
Texas  ASM  University, 
majonng  me' 


2000  Registration  Form  ( 


Mail  this  completed  form  to  the  National  FFA  Organization:  6060  FFA  Dnv 
P.O.  Box  68960.  Indianapolis.  IN  46268-0960  or  fax  (317)  802-6051. 


Conference  Dates 

Please  indicate  1st,  2nd, 
and  3rd  choices. 

June  6-11 

June  13-18 

June  20-25 

June  27-  July  2 

July  11-16 

July  18-23 

July  25-30 


Notice  to  Students:  Individual  student 
registrations  must  be  accompanied  by  payment 

or  the  registration  will  not  be  considered. 


Payment  Method: 


)   MasterCard 


Expiration  Date 

Cardholder's  Name_ 


)  Check  Enclosed  Payable  to  N 
)  School  Purchase  Order  Ft 
)  Bill  to  Chapter  # 


l  FFA  Organiza 
I  with  registratio 


Package  (Check  One):  Prepaid* 

)  Student  Package  (quad  occupancy)  $495 

)  Advisor  Package  (double  occupancy)  $525 

)  Advisor  Package  (single  occupancy)  $700 

}  Advisor.Guest  Package  $875 

Scholarship:  include  scholarship  form  with  registration 

)  Scholarship  amount  $ 

J  National  FFA  Foundation 

)  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  (National  FFA  Alumni 

form  must  be  attached) 
)  Multiple  student  discount  taken 


r 

nl 

CD 

(1> 

CO 

a. 

c 

0.1 

F 

(1) 

o> 

I 

». 

'- 

r 

U) 

o 

F 

— 

o 
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City 

Home  Phone_ 
FFA  Chapter_ 


Advisor  Name^ 
School  Phone_ 
School  Fax 


_Zip_ 


Email  Address 


Is  an  advisor  or  chaperone  attending  with  you9    )  Yes    3  No 

Advisor.'Chaperone  Name 

Do  you  have  special  needs? 


Rules  and  Regulations:  PLEASE  READ  CAREFULLY! 

'CHAPTERS:  Registration  fee  must  be  paid  within  30  days  after  invoice  to  avoid  a  $45  late  fee  For  chapters  with  four  or  more  students  attending,  half  the  group 
may  be  registered  at  each  hotel  to  ensure  students  receive  the  maximum  benefits  of  a  national  experience,  unless  otherwise  requested  by  the  advisor  For 
general  conference  information,  please  call  (317)  802-6080  For  specific  information  regarding  payments  and  registration,  please  contact  Tina  Pans.  (317)  802- 
4309  or  Melinda  Fmdley.  (317)  802-4252   CANCELLATION  POLICY  There  will  be  a  $225  cancellation  fee  for  registered  participants  who  do  not  attend 
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what's  hot 

Movie 


Female  actor 

Male  actor 

Website 

TV  show 

Career 

Fruit 


Country  artist. 
Rap  artist 


Rock  artist 


Place  to  visit 


NASCAR  driver 


what's  not 

Movie 


Female  actor 

Male  actor 

Web  site 

TV  show 

Career 

Fruit 


Country  artist. 
Rap  artist 


Rock  artist 


Place  to  visit 

NASCAR  driver. 


Your  Complete  Source 

•  Aquaculture 

•  Aquaponics 

•  Hydroponics 

Complete  curricula  &  equipment  for  teaching  biology, 
mathematics,  science,  and  physics. 

We  carry  complete  systems  or  build  your  own  system 
from  our  huge  inventory  of  over  6,000  parts. 
Send  for  your  free  500-page  catalog  today. 


iounc 

1  ECOSYSTEMS,  INC- 


-  Since  1978- 


FFA  New  Horizons 
What's  Hot 
P.O.  Box  68960 
Indianapolis,  IN 
46268-0960 

Name 

Address 

City/Town 

State 


Zip. 


Phone  _ 
Chapter . 


www.aquaticeco.com  •  e-mail:  aes@aquaticeco.com 

1 767  Benbow  Court,  Apopka,  FL    32703  •  1-877-FISH-STUF  •  Fax:  407-886-6787 


unnyman  Adam  Sandler  gains  favor  over  heart-throb  Leonardo  DiCaprio  —  just  as 
iCaprio's  star  vehicle,  "Titanic,"  sinks  in  your  ratings.  Ag  teachers  are  still  inspiring 
FA  members,  who'd  like  a  similar  job,  and  pizza  remains  a  fave  cool-weather  fare, 
e  sure  to  fill  out  those  surveys  on  page  14! 
pecial  thanks  to  the  Reedley,  California  FFA  Chapter  for  sending  in  the  most  surveys. 


Jennifer  lopez 


female  actor 


adam  sandier 


leonardo  dicaprio 


tv  personality 


"oooo  la  la"  fa 

the  most  exciting  breakthrov^" 


artist  a 


garbage  collector  I 


his  hit  songs 

recorded  by 

Alan  Jackson, 

JoDee  Messina, 

Tim  McGraw 

and  more.  Now, 

Nashville's  leading  songwriter 

steps  out  on  his  self-titled  debut  albur 

featuring  the  smash  single 

"Carlene" 


ALBUM 
IN  STORES 
NOW! 


Tips  on  managing  your  cash 


our 

money 


get  a 

bi  jump 


on  savings  and  investments 

row,  or  maximize  your  savings  to  reach  your  goals 


I  Here's  a  fact:  The 
W^younger  you  are,  the 

I  "more  time  your  money 
has  to  earn  more  money! 
That's  the  great  thing  about 
interest-bearing  accounts. 
So,  you  don't  earn  the  big 
bucks?  At  a  younger  age, 
smaller  amounts  of  cash 
saved  can  become  bigger 
amounts  of  money  in  later 
years. 

Of  course,  it's  important 
to  use  discipline  when 
dealing  with  cash.  A  big 
bank  account  can  be 
tempting  to  anyone.  You 
have  to  remember  that  a 
key  principle  of  saving  and 
investing  is  planning  for  the 
long-term.  How  much 
money  will  you  have  2,  3, 
or  10  years  from  now?  Do 
you  have  expensive  things 
you  need  to  buy  in  the  near 
future?  What  about  money 
to  maintain  those  costly 
items,  such  as  a  car, 
livestock  or  the  latest 
computer  equipment? 

It's  important,  too,  to 
avoid  situations  where  the 
money  you're  paying  for 
money,  such  as  interest  on 
a  credit  card,  isn't  huge.  As 
you  become  a  better  money 
guru,  both  earning  more 
money  and  saving  more 
money,  you'll  have  more 
opportunities  to  borrow 
and  charge.  Watch  those 


rates!  You  worked  hard  to 
earn  your  money —  now, 
work  to  protect  it. 


Saving  and  investing 
doesn't  require  a  college 
degree.  Anyone  balancing 
agriculture  classes  can 
certainly  learn  the  basics  of 
investing.  Financial  wizard 
Ken  Little,  writing  in  his 
About.Com  column  on 
money  management  for 
teens,  says  it  really  isn't 
difficult  to  grasp  the  basics 
of  investing.  Successful 
investing,  Little  says, 
requires  three  things: 

•  Common  sense. 

•  A  willingness  to 
remember  your  future 
is  as  important  as 

the  present. 
Someone  to  help  you 
along  the  way. 

When  should  I 
start  investing? 

Yesterday  would  have  been 
better  than  today,  but 
today  is  better  than 
tomorrow.  "It  doesn't 
matter  how  old  or  young 
you  are,"  advises  Little. 
"What's  important  is  a 
willingness  to  start  and 
stick  to  a  disciplined 
approach.  Time  is  your 
best  friend  in  investing. 
With  time  on  your  side. 


even  a  very  modest 
investment  budget  will 
grow  to  a  respectable 
sum." 

Little's  advice  boils 
down  to  a  three-point 
process: 

•  Set  a  goal. 

•  Find  the  money. 

•  Stick  to  the  plan. 

..and  you  will  be  successful 

Work  it  out  on-line 

To  get  the  scoop  on 
savings  plans,  help  is  on 
the  web.  For  instance,  at 
www.financenter.com,  a 
financial  calculator  can 


tackle  most  any  savings 
scenario.  Web-based 
calculators  are  fun,  free 
and  easy  to  use.  Based  on 
simple  inputs,  such  as  your 
savings  goal  and  date  you'll 
need  a  cash  stash,  a 
calculator  estimates  how 
long  it  will  take  to  save  the 
amount  of  money  you 
need.  If  you're  employed, 
your  boss  can  help  with  tax 
rates.  (  Have  a  favorite 
Website  for  money 
management  or  finances? 
Forward  the  URL  to 
(jtennant@farmprogress.com) 


Here's  what  a  typical  calculator  looks  like,  using 

a  $2,500  goal  in  two  years  as  an  example: 

Total  Amount  You  Need 

Amount  You  Can  Invest  Now 

Amount  You  Can  Save  Monthly 

Months  You  Wish  to  Save 

Return  You  Can  Earn 

Your  Federal  Tax  Rate 

Your  State  Tax  Rate 

If  you  invest  $500  now  and  $50  monthly  for  24  months 
at  5%,  you'll  accumulate  $1,795.  Your  actual  rate  of 
return  is  4.2%  after  paying  taxes. 

To  achieve  savings  of  $2,500  you'll  need  to: 

•  Increase  the  amount  you  invest  now  to  $1,149,  or 

•  Increase  the  monthly  amount  you  invest  to  $79,  or 

•  Earn  a  rate  of  return  of  35%  if  you  pay  tax  on  earnings, 
or  30%  if  you  don't. 


^2500 
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Your  Money  brought  to  you  by  ^^T^K  J\^ 
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Turning  70  has  been 
easy  for  the  FFA  creed. 
It's  been  revised  only 
two  times  since  being  offi- 
cially adopted  at  the  third 
national  FFA  convention 
in  1930.  And,  neither 
revision  changed  the  creed's 
overall  meaning. 

In  essence,  the  creed  is  as 
young  today  as  it  was  when 
it  was  first  written.  Those 
who  memorize  the  creed's 
words  in  2000  can  relate  to  it 
just  as  easily  as  those  who 
learned  it  decades  ago. 

"The  principles  the  creed 
contains  are  something  that 
all  people  should  believe  in," 
says  Michael  Van  Winkle,  a 
sophomore  at  Nettleton 
High  School  in  Nettleton, 
Ark.,  and  the  1999  National 
FFA  Creed  Speaking  champi- 
on. "It  doesn't  matter  if  you 
lived  in  the  1930s  or  here  at 


the  beginning  of  the  twenty- 
first  century.  We  still  need  to 
believe  in  working  hard  and 
earning  what  we  have,  and 
not  depending  on  someone 
else  to  get  done  what  we 
need  to  do." 

Jim  Armbruster  agrees. 
He  learned  the  creed  as  a 
high  school  freshman  in 
1971,  and  now  works  as  a 
teacher  services  specialist  at 
the  National  FFA  Center  in 
Indiana.  "The  creed  is  still 
relevant  to  those  people 
who  were  high  school 
students  in  the  1950s," 
Armbruster  says.  "And  it 
continues  to  speak  to  those 
who  were  in  farming  and 
agriculture  in  the  60s  and 
70s.  People  can  accept 
what  it  says  as  their  own 
personal  beliefs." 

Today,  nearly  three 
decades  after  he  first  saw  the 


creed,  the  words  of  E.  M. 
Tiffany  continue  to  roll  off 
Armbruster's  tongue.  "It 
talks  about  personal  respect, 
about  leadership,"  he  says. 
"It  talks  about  dependence 
on  oneself  and  standing  on 
your  own  two  feet.  It's  been 
29  years  and  I  can  still  say 
the  creed  almost  all  the  way 
through  without  missing  a 
beat.  I  look  at  the  creed  as  a 
statement  of  my  beliefs." 

Michael  finds  the  creed's 
words  to  be  particularly 
appropriate  to  his  own  life. 
"When  I  started  reciting  it, 
I  began  thinking  about  it 
personally.  I  learned  the  skill 
of  sticking  with  something 
and  working  hard  to  attain 
my  goals."  In  addition, 
says  Michael,  who  had  to 
overcome  some  of  his  natu- 
ral shyness  to  compete  in 
the  contest,  "I  learned  the 
art  of  public  speaking." 

Michael  owes  much  of 
what  he  has  learned  to  his 
advisor,  Doug  Ward.  From 
the  very  start,  Ward  makes 
the  creed  a  major  part  of 
every  one  of  his  students' 
lives.  "I  try  to  not  only 
get  them  to  memorize  it, 


but  understand  the  meaning 
and  maybe  what  Mr. 
Tiffany  was  thinking  when 
he  wrote  those  words," 
says  Ward,  who  feels  that 
every  paragraph  of  the 
creed  speaks  to  a  different 
aspect  of  what  it  takes  to 
be  successful  in  agriculture. 
"It  says  that  students  must 
believe  in  agriculture,"  says 
Ward.  "It  says  they've  got 
to  be  politically  involved  in 
it.  They've  got  to  believe  in 
the  qualities  that  make 
America  great." 

In  most  cases,  those 
beliefs  come  quickly.  It's  the 
deeper  understanding  that 
takes  time  to  develop.  As 
Jenna  Smith,  FFA  creed 
speaker  and  graduate  of 
El  Campo  High  School  in  El 
Campo,  Texas,  explains,  "As 
a  freshman  it  was  just  mem- 
orizing the  words.  But  as  a 
senior  the  creed  meant  more. 
It  had  more  to  do  with  life." 

Seventy  years  from  now, 
as  the  FFA  celebrates  the 
creed's  140th  anniversary, 
you  can  bet  those  words 
will  still  ring  true,  "k 


Learning  the  creed  is  one  thing.  Reciting  it  and  discussing  70  years 
worth  of  meaning  before  hundreds  of  people  and  a  panel  of  judges 
at  the  National  Creed  Speaking  CDE  is  quite  another.  Still,  according 
to  last  year's  champ,  Michael  Van  Winkle  of  Nettleton  High  School 
in  Nettleton,  Ark.,  the  hardest  part  was  memorizing  the  words  and 
then  preparing  answers  to  potential  questions.  "Once  I  did  that," 
recalls  Michael,  "it  was  pretty  easy  to  deliver." 
Care  to  compete?  If  you  do,  remember  the  following  rules: 

•  Recite  the  creed  from  memory.  No  flashcards,  no  help 
from  the  audience. 

•  Keep  your  recital  time  under  four  minutes.  Go  over  the  limit  and 
you'll  be  docked  one  point  per  second. 


1  To  win,  you'll  face  three  rounds  —  the  preliminaries,  semifinals, 
and  finals.  "By  the  time  you  reach  the  finals,  more  than  200 
people  are  watching,"  says  the  event's  superintendent,  Dr. 
Billye  Foster. 

•  Answer  three  questions  each  round,  but  do  so  in  five  minutes  or 
less.  And,  watch  what  you  say.  "The  event  is  decided  as  much  by 
the  answers  as  by  the  presentation,"  says  Foster. 

•  Should  you  emerge  victorious,  spend  your  cash  from  $300  for 
first  place  to  $225  for  fourth  and  an  opportunity  to  participate 
in  the  Washington  Leadership  Conference  (WLC).  Cash  awards 
and  financial  assistance  for  WLC  attendance  are  dependent  on 
sponsor  support. 
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The  Few.  The  Proud. 


creed 


I  believe  in 


eful 


of  agriculture, 


jf  words  but  of 
on  by  the  present  and  past  0 
of  agriculturists;  in  the  promise  of  better  day 
better  ways,  even  as  the  better  things  we  now  enjoy 
have  come  to  us  from  the  struggles  of  former  years. 


I  believe  that 
on  a  good  farm, 


and  work 


icultural  pursuits, 
ging;  for  I  know  the  joys 
and  discomforts  of  agricultural  life  and  hold  an  inborn 
fondness  for  those  associations  which,  even  in  hours 
of  discouragement,  I  cannot  deny. 


I  believe 
ourselves  and 


ader 


from 
from  others. 


knowledge  an 
secure,  and  in  the  ability  of  progressive  agriculturists 
to  serve  our  own  and  the  public  interest  in  producing 
and  marketing  the  product  of  our  toil. 


1  m 


During  last  year's  national  convention,  Arkansas  FFA 
member  Michael  Van  Winkle  became  the  first-ever  champion 
of  the  National  FFA  Creed  Speaking  Contest,  a  new  event 
sponsored  by  Papa  John's  International. 


I  believe  in  less  dependence  on  begging 
and  in  bargaining; 


idant  and 

eedfor  charity  and  m 

ise  whose  happiness  d 


others  as  well  as  myself; 
being  happy  myself  and  playing  square 


I  believe  that  American  agriculture  can  and  will 
hold  true  to  of  our  national  life, 


t  an  influence  in  my  home  and  co 
inspiring  task. 
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ROPER 


SEEK  COMFORT  WHERE  YOU  CANS      y 
AVAILABLE  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN  V 


FOR  THE  ROPER  RETAILER  NEAR  YOU,  CALL  1-888-ROPE-ONE 


careers  in 


.,-rway  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  virtual  world  of  computers, 
the  Internet  or  DVD.  This  "other"  revolution— the  agricultural 
biotechnology  revolution — is  about  life.  And,  if  you  play  your 
cards  right,  it  may  be  about  jobs. 


by  Michael  West 


B 


I  ut,  just  what  is  biotech- 
nology? How  does  it 
'affect  us  today?  And, 
what  does  the  future  hold, 
especially  for  careers? 

The  basic  concept  behind 
biotech  is  fairly  simple.  Your 
work  as  a  scientist  or  lab 
technician  might  include  a 
day  like  this:  Using  sophisti- 
cated laboratory  techniques, 
locate  an  organism's  genes 
—  those  microscopic  heredi- 
ty packages  that  determine 
whether  your  eyes  are  green, 
your  hair  is  brown,  or  a 
plant  needs  lots  of  water  to 
survive.  Then,  also  in  the 
lab,  play  with  those  genes 
just  enough  to  get  the 
organism  to  do  something 
it's  not  used  to  doing.  In  the 
case  of  that  thirsty  plant,  for 
example,  convince  it  that 
water  is  overrated  by  giving 
it  a  gene  from  a  cactus.  Ulti- 
mately, if  all  goes  as  planned, 
the  new,  "genetically  modi- 
fied" plant  will  survive  peri- 
ods of  drought.  And,  the 
farmer  that  grows  the  new 
plant  will  have  one  less 
thing  to  worry  about  come 
growing  season. 


•<c  * 


*i 

■c 

*     J^tt 

• 

• 

■ 

* 

■•  .•■ 

* 

■M 

*H 

*&£  '": 

•  • 
-« 

•<•-■.< 

fry 

" 

■ 

*L.    1 

1,    ^ 

'•'      ' 

uPont  Crop  Protection  and 
Pioneer  Hi-Bred,  in  cooperation 
with  the  National  FFA  Organization, 
want  to  help  pave  the  way  for  young 
prospective  farmers  like  you  to  be 
successful  in  the  21st  century.  We 
invite  you  to  apply  to  be  part  of  our 
fantastic  education  and  networking 
program-the  New  Century  Farmers 
Program-and  challenge  yourself  in 
a  four-day,  power-packed  series 
of  educational  sessions,  interactive 
work  shops,  mind-stretching 
exercises,  field  tours  and  lots  of  fun. 


(r 


The  first  step  to  becoming  a  New 
Century  Farmer  is  to  contact  us 
today  at  1-800-293-2387  to  request 
an  application.  Or  you  can  find  one 
on  our  website  at  http://www.ffa.org 

The  deadline  for  applications  is 
April  14,  2000,  so  contact  us  today! 

The  New  Century  Farmer  Program  is 
sponsored  by  DuPont  Crop  Protection 
and  Pioneer  Hi-Bred  as  a  special 
project  of  the  National  FFA. 


Luke  Ryan,  Monclova,  OH 


Many  people  believe  that 
such  genetic  manipulation 
has  led  to  significant 
improvements  to  agriculture, 
especially  in  terms  of 
increased  crop  production, 
better  flavor  and  higher 
nutritional  values.  Still,  the 
issue  is  open  to  debate. 

"Biotechnology  is  some- 
what controversial,"  notes 
Stacy  Byrd,  an  agriscience 
teacher  at  Eagle's  Landing 
High  School  in  McDo- 
nough,  Georgia,  and  the 
1999  National  Agriscience 
Teacher  of  the  Year. 
"There's  this  whole  notion 
of  'appropriate  technology,' 
which  means  "just  because 
we  can  do  it,  should  we 
do  it?' 

"I  think,  though,  that 
as  long  as  biotech  improves 
food  quality  and  food  avail- 
ability, the  field  itself  is  just 
going  to  boom." 

In  other  words,  if  you're 
thinking  about  a  career  in 
agriculture  and  just  happen 
to  have  a  talent  for  science, 
here's  your  chance. 

Dan  Eramian  couldn't 
agree  more.  He's  vice  presi- 
dent of  communications  for 
the  Biotechnology  Industry 
Association,  and  speaks  for 
more  than  850  of  the 
world's  leading  technology 
companies  and  academic 
institutions. 


"If  you  want  to  get 
involved  with  an  industry 
that's  growing,  and  will  be 
even  larger  in  the  future, 
biotech  is  the  place  to  be," 
he  proposes. 

Currently,  many  biotech 
positions  are  available 
throughout  the  country  in  a 
range  of  public  and  private 
settings.  Most  positions 
involve  research,  testing, 
or  screening  —  the  kinds  of 
things  required  before  a  new 
product  (like  an  insect-resis- 
tant potato,  for  instance) 
can  be  sold  on  the  market. 
You'll  find  jobs  everywhere 
from  small  start-up  compa- 
nies developing  high-tech 
tomatoes,  to  large  organiza- 
tions responsible  for  ensur- 
ing new  products  are  safe. 
The  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  offers  jobs  relat- 
ed to  food  development, 
nutrition  and  safety. 

So  where  do  you  begin? 
For  one,  load  up  on  those 
science  classes.  In  the  world 
of  biotech,  science  is  key  — 
especially  biology,  chemistry, 
and  genetics.  Next,  talk  to 
your  advisor  about  job 
opportunities  in  your  area. 
Perhaps  you  can  line  up  an 
internship  or  an  supervised 
agricultural  experience  at  a 
local  biotech  company  or 
schedule  a  class  visit  to  a 


nearby  university  for  some 
hands-on  lab  experience. 
Often,  biotech  companies 
will  allow  interested  stu- 
dents to  "shadow"  their 
employees  to  get  a  feel  for 
what  it's  like  to  work  in  the 
industry.  The  goal  is  expo- 
sure. The  more  experience 
you  can  get  while  in  school, 
the  more  prepared  you'll 
be  for  a  future  career  in 
biotech. 

Whatever  you  do,  take 
your  time.  Scientific  exper- 
tise isn't  something  you 
gain  overnight,  and  exper- 
tise is  definitely  necessary  in 
this  demanding  field.  And 
besides,  there's  no  need  to 
rush.  According  to  Dr. 
Richard  Stuckey,  executive 
vice  president  of  the  Council 
for  Agricultural  Science 
and  Technology,  the  biotech 
boom  is  here  to  stay. 
"There  is  so  much  promise 
in  biotechnology,"  says 
Stuckey.  "Biotech  people  are 
in  demand.  Their  future  is 
bright."  "fe 


Biotech  briefs 

•  The  United  States  is  home  to 

1,283  biotech  companies. 

•  The  U.S.  biotech  industry 

employs  more  than  153,000 
people. 

•  The  U.S.  biotech  industry  spent 

$9.9  billion  in  research  and 
development  in  1998. 

•  Thirty  percent  of  North  America's 

corn  and  50  percent  of  its 
soybeans  are  grown  using 
biotechnology. 

(Source:  Biotechnology  Industry  Organization) 

The  Scoop  on  Biotech 
For  more  information  on 
biotechnology  —  its  past,  present, 
and  future  —  contact  the  following 
organizations: 

Biotechnology  Industry  Association, 
1625  K  Street  NW,  Suite  1100, 
Washington,  DC  20006; 
202/857-0244;  www.bio.org 

Biotechnology  Information  Center, 
National  Agricultural  Library,  10301 
Baltimore  Avenue,  Beltsville. 
MD  20705;  301/504-5755; 
www.nal.usda.gov/bic 

Council  for  Agricultural  Science  and 
Technology,  4420  West  Lincoln  Way, 
Ames,  IA  50014;  515/292-2125; 
www.cast-science.org 

National  Center  for  Biotechnology 
Information,  National  Library  of 
Medicine,  Building  38A,  Room 
8N805,  Bethesda,  MD  20894; 
301/496-2475; 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 

National  Council  for  Agricultural 
Education,  1410  King  Street 
Suite  400,  Alexandria,  VA  22314; 
703/838-5881; 
www.agedhq.org/council.html 

Ready  to  compare  notes  and  size 
up  your  science  skills?  Check 
out  FFA's  Agriscience  Student 
Recognition  Program,  Agriscience 
Teacher  of  the  Year  award  and  FFA 
Agriscience  Fair.  All  recognize 
outstanding  individuals  who  are 
studying  or  teaching  the  application 
of  scientific  principles  and  emerging 
technologies  in  agricultural 
enterprises  and  in  the  classroom. 
Go  to  www.ffa.org,  select  "site 
index"  and  click  on  any 
"Agriscience"  topic. 
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'f  all  the  teenage  singers  Nashville 
has  signed  in  the  past  several  years, 
17  year  old  Elliott  might  be  the  best 
pure  talent. 
USA  TODAY  1/25/00 


T. 


he  minute  Elliott  opens  her 
mouth,  she  exhibits  a  depth 
that's  blind  to  the  date 
on  her  birth  certificate. 
LOS  ANGELES  TIMES  1/23/00 


Tm  Diggin'  It" 

The  debut  album  by 
Alecia  Elliott, 
is  available  now. 


H.O.  Sargent  Award  celebrates  'diversity  among  us' 


recognizing 


By  Fran  Alt 


Become  a 
Professional  Welder! 


Earn  good  money 

with  a  rewarding 

career.  High 

School  grads 

attend  from  23 

states.  Financial 

did  for  qualified 

students.  Lie. 

by  OBPVS 


Aaron  C  Leier  FFA-Nortl 


Seniors  call  for  free  Welding  Video: 
1-800  WELD  PRO 

TULSA  WELDING  SCHOOL 

3038  Southwest  Blvd. 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma   74107 


difference 


Growing  up  in  the  small 
town  of  China  Grove, 
North  Carolina,  Jessica 
Skinner  didn't  pay  much 
attention  to  farming  until 
she  needed  an  extra  class. 
Some  of  her  friends  "took 
ag,"  and  said  it  was  fun,  so 
Jessica  signed  on. 

Agriculture  courses  were 
not  only  fun,  but  led  Jessica 
to  several  high  school  high- 
lights: involvement  in  FFA, 
her  boyfriend  Zac,  her  best 
friend  Jennifer  and  ambition 
for  a  career  in  agriculture. 

Another  bonus  that  came 
with  her  agriculture  class 
included  travel  for  FFA  activ- 
ities. During  her  freshman 
year,  Jessica  placed  second  in 
her  state's  Extemporaneous 
Public  Speaking  contest.  Jes- 
sica's career  development 
events,  Agricultural  Sales 
and  Agricultural  Issue 
Forum  teams  each  finished 
number  one  in  the  state, 
which  meant  a  trip  to 
national  convention.  There, 
Jessica  finished  seventh  in 
the  nation  in  Agricultural 
Sales,  and  her  Agricultural 
Issues  team  finished  sixth  — 
and  that  was  just  the  beginning. 

Today,  the  17-year-old 
high  school  senior  says,  "All 
of  these  things  have  helped 


me  become  a  more  outgoing 
person.  I  am  now  able  to  talk 
more  easily  with  others  and 
I  realize  the  differences  in 
others  as  well." 

Recognizing  the  difference 
in  others  is  important  to 
Jessica's  story.  In  fact,  it  is  the 
story.  Jessica  is  the  1999 
recipient  of  the  annual  FFA 
"H.O.  Sargent  Award," 
which  recognizes  outstanding 
individuals  who  promote 
diversity  in  agricultural  education. 

Most  people  are  familiar 
with  the  word  "diversity" 
when  it  comes  to  agriculture  - 
today's  farmers  are  rarely 
producers  of  a  single  com- 
modity. The  H.O.  Sargent 
Award,  however,  honors  a 
different  type  of  diversity  — 
a  diversity  of  culture. 

When  China  Grove  expe- 
rienced an  influx  of  both 
Asian  and  Spanish  speaking 
students,  Jessica  noticed  the 
prejudice  and  discrimination 
that  the  students  face  because 
of  the  language  barrier.  Real- 
izing that  many  students  in 
the  community  needed  to 
learn  English,  Jessica  enlisted 
the  help  of  friends  to  develop 
a  tutoring  program  for  chil- 
dren and  teens  who  could  not 
speak  English.  The  tutorial 
team  decided  to  start  working 


at  the  elementary  level. 

Because  Jessica  and  her 
friends  had  after-school  jobs 
and  other  commitments,  the 
project  had  to  be  implement- 
ed during  school  hours.  This 
meant  getting  permission 
from  the  principals  of  the 
high  school  and  the  elemen- 
tary school.  Jessica  visited 
with  each,  and  with  their 
help  she  soon  had  30  high 
school  students  actively 
involved  as  tutors.  The  team 
dubbed  their  program 
"ESOL"  —  English  for  Stu- 
dents of  Other  Languages. 

David  Cress,  Jessica's  agri- 
culture teacher,  suggested  she 
apply  for  the  H.O.  Sargent 
Award.  He  says  that  it's  not 
just  the  ESOL  program  that 
makes  Jessica  special,  but  her 
concern  and  compassion  for 
her  fellow  students  as  well. 

"Jessica  goes  out  of  her 
way  to  find  the  person  who 
looks  as  though  they  feel 
left  out,"  says  Cress.  "She 
talks  to  that  student  and 
has  a  talent  for  making  oth- 
ers feel  good."   Cress  adds, 
"Jessica  is  fun-loving.  The 
other  students  know  that  if 
Jessica  is  around,  it's  going 
to  be  fun."  "fc 


The  Hoyles  will  give  up 
their  Boomer™... 

When  pigs  fly. 


Welcome  to  Mini-Pigs,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  animal  sanctuary  in  Culpeper,  Virginia. 
Here,  founders  Richard  and  Laura  Hoyle  work  with  17  acres,  75  miniature 
potbellied  porkers  (at  last  count),  and  one  Boomer™  compact  tractor. 

Richard  appreciates  the  uncluttered  visibility,  easy  access  and  smooth  ride  offered 
by  Boomer's  Comfort-Plus™  platform.  Especially  since  he  works  with  his  Boomer  for 
hours  at  a  time  —  mowing,  hauling  feed,  and  backfilling  the  occasional  sow  wallow. 

Laura  likes  the  ergonomic  controls  and  the  easy  maneuverability  that  make  Boomer 
the  ultimate  choice  for  getting  big  jobs  done  in  small  spaces.  She  thinks  the 
color's  pretty,  too. 

We're  not  sure  what  the  pigs  think.  But  we  could  swear  we  heard  squeals  of 
approval  when  we  referred  to  Boomer  as  the  Ultimate  Power  Tool. 


BOOMER 

THE  ULTIMATE  POWER  TOOL 


IMAI  HOLLAND 


Q:  How  do  you  make  a 

handkerchief  dance? 

A:  Put  a  little  boogie  in  it. 

AllKinter 

Lamar,  Colorado 

Q:  What  has  a  foot  on 

each  side  and  one  in  the 

middle? 

A:  A  yardstick. 

Chad    i«ith 

Avilla,  Indiana 

Q:  What  cars  do 
ranchers  prefer? 
A:  Cattle-acks. 

Parker 

Wilton,  California 

Q:  What  time  is  it  when  an 
elephant  sits  on  a  desk? 
A:  Break  time. 

YuriLagoda 

Dayton,  Virginia 

Q:  What  do  you  call 
cheese  that  isn't  yours? 
A:  Nacho  cheese. 

CurtRabenberg 

Tea,  South  Dakota 


Q:  How  much  does  a 
pirate  pay  for  earrings? 
A:  A  buccaneer. 

AshleyBeck 

Red  Rock,  Oklahoma 

Q:  What's  a  buccaneer? 
A:  Too  much  to  pay 
for  corn. 

Kim 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Q:  Why  did  the  gum  cross 
the  road? 

A:  It  was  stuck  to  the 
chicken's  foot. 

AnthonyBezant 

Marshi'ille,  North  Carolina 

0:  What  is  an  astronaut's 
favorite  dessert? 
A:  Moon  pie. 

Josh      ^ 

Morganfield,  Kentucky 

Q:  Where  do  you  find 
prehistoric  cows? 
A:  In  a  moo-seum. 

JoshuaBerg 

Altamont,  Illinois 


Q:  What  did  the 
mayonnaise  say  to 
the  refrigerator? 
A:  Shut  the  door, 
I'm  dressing. 

JosephCole 

Florala,  Alabama 

0:  What  did  the  daddy 

tomato  say  to  the  baby 

tomato  when  he  fell 

behind? 

A:  Come  on,  ketch-up. 

RenelleCoty 

Raymond,  Washington 

Q:  How  is  a  pancake 
like  the  sun? 
A:  It  rises  in  the  yeast 
and  sets  in  the  vest. 

MattMcFarlin 

Cochrane,  Wisconsin 

Q:  What's  a  container  with 

no  hinges  or  lid,  yet  just 

inside  golden  treasure  is 

hid? 

A:  An  egg. 

Swapp 

Virden,  New  Mexico 


FFA  New  Horizons  will  pay 
$5  for  each  joke  selected  for 
Last  Laff.  In  case  we  receive 
more  than  one  of  the  same 
joke,  payment  will  be  for 
the  first  one  received. 
Contributions  cannot  be 
acknowledged  or  returned. 

Address  your  jokes  to: 

Last  Laff 

FFA  New  Horizons 

P.O.  Box  68960 

Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 


Shop  for  FFA 
merchandise  online 
www.ffaunlimited.org 


Agrinuts 


by  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


»  WANT  THAT  LIVESTOCK. 
RlBBoN  So  BAD,  I  CAN 
TASTE    IT. 


JUST  A  FEW  SHORT  MONTHS 
OF  SfCF-DEhllAL.DISCIPLlME, 
At4P  DEDiCATioW-THEM 
VICTORY  WILL.6E  N\|HE.' 


ARMERS 


ND  RANCHERS  WHO  WEAR  THEM. 


Carhartt  Denim  Jfat 


Professional  performan. 


livestock,  and  ever-changing 


weather  conditions,  you  need 


r  Denim  Jeans 


are  designed  with  exceptional 


strength  and  durability 


for  outstanding  performance 


and  a  great  fit.  F 


nearest  Carl 


call  1-800-833-3118. 


Carhartt 

Original  Equipment  for  the  American  Worker.7' 


What  winners  wear. 


Dale  Earnhardt 


John  Justin 


When  John  Justin's  grandfather,  H.J.,  built  the  first  pair  of  Justin  Boots 

in  Spanish  Fort.  Texas,  back  in  1879.  he  gave  birth  to  a  tradition  that  lives  today. 

That  tradition  is  based  on  quality  and  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  "Standard  of  the  West". 

Quality  is  as  important  to  the  tradition  of  making  Justin  Boots  as  it  is  to  the  people  who 

choose  to  wear  them.  People  like  7-time  NASCAR  Winston  Cup  Series  Champion,  Dale  Earnhardt; 

16-time  ProRodeo  World  Champion,  Jim  Shoulders  and  NFL  Hall  of  Fame  Inductee,  Randy  White. 

As  well  as.  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame  record  holder,  Nolan  Ryan  and  Country  Music  Star,  George  Strait. 

They  are  all  winners,  and  they  all  wear  Justin  Boots. 

The  Standard  of  the  West,  since  1879. 


Justin  Boot  Company       Fort  Worth,  Texas       www.justinboots.com 


